
 

 
 
 

Summer Reading Questions 

Rising 9
th

 Grade 

 

In 9
th

 Grade Literature, you will read two of the founding texts of Western Civilization: The Iliad and 

The Aeneid. These texts are both specific to their time (Ancient Greece and Rome) and universal. Some of the 

central themes in these two works – personal growth, leadership, family, the importance of home and friendship 

- are ideas that will intersect with your own life as you begin your journey into high school.  

For your summer reading assignment, we ask that you choose between two “epics,” one from Ancient 

Greece and one from our own modern times. The Odyssey and Cold Mountain follow characters on long 

journeys both geographic and personal and explore the ways in which people grow and change as a result of 

what they encounter. 

 

Please choose one of the following texts and answer the questions provided in one to two paragraphs. Use 

evidence when appropriate to support your answers. Please have your responses available on the first day of 

class.  

 

The Odyssey by Homer (Try the new translation by Emily Wilson if you wish.) 

 Homer’s Odyssey is a founding text of Western Civilization and an absorbing read. Following 

Odysseus’ journey home after the Trojan War, the epic poem explores the desire to return home after the 

ravages of war, death, power, marriage, and growing up.  

 

1. In the beginning of the Odyssey, Odysseus is described as “plutotropos,” which means “crafty” and/or 

“wandering.” How does this description capture his character – or not? Does he evolve from these 

characteristics as he journeys home or does he remain the same?  

2. Eternal life is a tantalizing concept, one that some people may be excited to experience. However, 

Odysseus refuses the offer of eternal life when Calypso offers it to him. Why? What does this refusal 

suggest about Odysseus’ character and his deepest desires?  

3. Describe Telemachus’ maturation from boy to man as a result of this experiences. What is he expected 

to do? How does this change him? Is he stronger in character at the end of the poem than he was at the 

beginning? Why?  

 

Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier 

 Set in North Carolina around the time of the Civil War, Cold Mountain is a modern re-telling of The 

Odyssey and wrestles with many of the same themes.  

 

1. How are Ada and Inman both “wounded” at the beginning of the novel? How are these wounds a result 

of their environments? In other words, to what extent are their wounds imposed upon them by forces 

outside of their control?  

2. How do Ada and Inman grow as a result of their respective challenges? How do their experiences help 

them to improve not only their lives, but their outlook and self-concepts?  

3. Both Ada and Inman are aided or hindered by minor characters in the novel. Choose Ada or Inman to 

analyze for this question and explore the ways 1-2 minor characters they interact with help them to grow 



– or not. Based on your insights from this exercise what do you believe the larger message is about 

relationships, friendships, and the role other people play in a person’s development?  

 
 
 
 
 


