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Conversations with
Cavaliers

Welcome to Conversations with Cavaliers. In this
series, we get to know more about Cavaliers from
all corners of our community: parents, students,
faculty, staff, board members, and administration. 

British dry humor meets homeschooler wit when Dr. 
Negus chats with Mr. Nugent about life with eight 
siblings, travel, and changing the U.S. Constitution. 

[Dr. Negus] Mr. Nugent aka The Nuge

[Mr. Nugent] Hello Dr. Negus.

You and your wife are both one of nine 
children. That is counter cultural. Did you 
belong to a cult?
She was not part of one. My family was almost part 
of one in New Mexico during the Y2K scare. My 
older brother, Keith, built a nuclear shelter 20 feet 
underground out of tires. He had 3-4 years of 
canned food and a water filtration system down 
there. It wasn’t a fundamentalist cult, but there are 
some weird people out west.

Sounds useful.
Mostly being homeschooled with that many siblings. 
It’s a Darwinian struggle for survival every day. I’m 

Did You Know?

Mrs. Boyd has perfect pitch.
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THIS WEEK
March 5 - March 11

BABAB

3/5 - SCHOOL IN SESSION, make-up

snow day ("B" day)

3/7 - Washington DC Parent Meeting,

6:30pm

3/8 - High School Open House (new

applicants), 6pm

3/8 - Blazer Try-on on the Upper

School Verandah, 12pm - 2pm (Rising

10th Graders)

3/9 - Formal Student Council Meeting

in the Library, 3:30pm

3/10 - SAT at ACA, 7:45am

NEXT WEEK
March 12 - March 18
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one of nine. There used to be 14.

If you had to have 27 children or none, which 
would you choose and why?
27, easily. My wife is beautiful and I’m good looking. 
We couldn’t mess that up. I wouldn’t want to not 
have any kids. Being part of a big family has more 
benefits than negatives. 

What phrase did your parents use most 
often, and why?
There are two. My dad would always say “work that 
out.” Being a father of eight boys is like being 
Eisenhower during the Invasion of Normandy. That’s 
the job. What do you do? You tell your second in 
command to work that out. My dad said “work that 
out” more times that I can count. It’s on home 
videos. Fights would break out during filming home 
videos and you can hear him say it off camera. 

What’s the other one?
My mom would routinely remind us that if you can’t 
get along with your brothers, you can’t get along 
with your friends. I thought that it was horrendous 
logic because my brothers were knuckleheads, and 
I had plenty of friends who I thought were better 
than my brothers.

I understand that you worked very hard at 
baseball in order to gain virtually 
meaningless statistics?
I learned that I was not as good as I thought that I 
was. I learned that you can dedicate a lot of time 
and physical effort, and you may not get anything 
lasting out of it. But, it’s still worth doing. I’m grateful 
for my teammates and my coach at Berry. If I hadn’t 
played, I wouldn’t have had those friendships. I 
learned many Big Lebowski quotes before I saw the 
movie.

Berry seems to be life-change and character 
forming. Why?
There are two reasons. Before going to college, I 
had no exposure to liberal arts. I would not read any 
books that would be in the classical canon. I read 
old books, such as “Carry on Mr. Bowditch." I also 

ABABA

3/12 - Uniform Store Open, 8am
3/13 - Informal Student Council
Meeting in the Library, 7am
3/13 - ACA Lottery, 9am
3/13 - 3/14 - Parent/Teacher
Conferences
3/15 - Board Meeting, 6pm
3/16 - Principal's Coffee, 8:30am

COMING UP

3/23 - Parent Social
3/20 - Interview Night (high school
only)
3/22 - Admission Panel (high school
only)
3/24 - SACAC Mini-College Event -
GSU
3/25 - NACAC College Fair - Georgia
World Congress Center
3/26 - College Workshop (Juniors
only) - H106
4/2 - 4/6 - Spring Break
4/9 - Uniform Store Open, 8am
4/10 - Spring Class Photos
4/13 - Intent to Enroll Process (current
students)
4/13 - Cavalier Spirit Wear Day
4/26 - Principal's Coffee, 7pm
4/27 - Spring Supper on South Lawn

 
View the online calendar for the full

list of school events. 

Click here to view the
2017 - 2018 calendar. 

 

http://www.atlantaclassical.org/calendars/
https://atlantaclassical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ACA-School-Calendar-2017-2018.pdf
https://atlantaclassical.org/giving/the-cavalier-fund/


read a lot of biographies: Faraday, Alcott, and 
others. I learned spots of American history. I didn’t 
read a lick of philosophy. Berry was transformative 
for me. I was made aware of my ignorance. The 
other reason was because of a few of my 
professors there, most notably the late Dr. Lawler 
and Thomas Kennedy who taught philosophy, 
religion, and politics. 

What did you read that shaped you most?
Modern, ancient, and contemporary philosophers.

If you could make one change to the U.S. 
Constitution, what would it be and why? 
Don’t say anything that would make Colonel 
Lambert mad.
I would repeal the 17th amendment for direct 
election of senators. They should be elected by 
legislature.

That’s what I would have selected too!

It’s possible that you could die this week. 
What’s on your bucket list?  And you can’t 
choose don’t die this week.
I would like to see a fair number of American cities. 
Chicago and Boston. I would like to take a tour of 
Europe and also see Jerusalem. I would like to go 
to the Somme, Verdun, and Normandy. Jerusalem 
is a recent interest. And Greece, too.

I went to the Holy Land at 16 with my family. 
Everyone should go. 

Is it true that you are quitting to become a 
full-time Justin Timberlake impersonator?
My wife said that there would be too much travelling 
without her, so I decided that it wasn’t viable.

One more, Why Atlanta Classical Academy?
During my senior year of college, I proposed to my 
wife. I had five months until graduation and no job. I 
applied to teaching positions and had a few 
interviews. Then, Dr. Lawler contacted Dr. Moore 
and recommended me for a potential position. Dr. 
Moore and I spoke for almost two hours as he drove 
from Colorado. Then, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Kirby, and 

 

Important Links &
Contacts

 
transportation@atlantaclassical.org

attendance@atlantaclassical.org
ptca@atlantaclassical.org

Mission
 

To develop students in mind and
character through a classical,
content-rich curriculum that

emphasizes the principles of
virtuous living, traditional

learning, and civic responsibility.

Vision
 

To be a nationally regarded K-12
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Dr. Moore talked to me for two more hours.

Later, Dr. Moore called and offered me the job. I 
hung up the phone, yelled in excitement, and 
freaked out. Friends came running to me and asked 
if I was ok. In speaking with Dr. Moore and Mr. 
Lambert, I realized that this place was special; it 
was different, I could take the education that 
transformed my life and bring it to kids in middle, 
primary, and high school. That was awesome!

Rising 9th Grader Parents:
Save the Date!

Wednesday, March 7
6:30pm

For an informational meeting regarding the annual
9th grade field trip to Washington DC, October 4 - 8,
2018.

The meeting will be at 6:30pm in the Cafeteria.  

Park Naming Ceremony

classical school and serve as a
local and national incubator for

the growth and promotion of
classical education.

Virtues
 

Courage
Courtesy
Honesty

Perseverance
Self-Government

Service

Board Meetings
 

Board meetings occur on the 3rd
Thursday of each month in the

Library at Atlanta Classical
Academy.  These meetings are
open to the public and parents

are encouraged to attend.
 Community comments are
limited to 2 minutes and we
request they be submitted in

writing.  Board meeting agendas
and minutes are posted on the

school's website.
 

 
CHEF ADVANTAGE

To order school lunches, click
here (school password for
registration acalunch9).

 Remember, you must submit
your order four days in

advance.

http://www.atlantaclassical.org/board/meeting-minutes-agenda/
http://chefadvantage.com/
https://chefadvantage.orderlunches.com/


Registration is open for Kiddos
After School Program.  Click

here for more information and to
register.

School Partners
Remember to use your Partner

Cards to raise money for Atlanta
Classical Academy!

*Make sure you specify Atlanta
Classical Academy as

 the charity. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/11505fd9442e5e564bdd53a61/files/38878ad1-5c6d-46fd-9715-5e59f0b161cd/Follow_Up_Park_Naming_Ceremony__Google_Docs.01.pdf
http://www.kiddosatlanta.com/atlantaclassical/afterschool
http://kiddosatlanta.com/school-year-programs/kiddos-atlanta-classical
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4342063


Parent Social
March 23, 2018

Please join us for our first annual Atlanta Classical
Academy parent social, A Southern Classic. Tickets
include food, drinks, music, and fun! We will also
have a silent auction and raffle with fabulous items
and experiences. Please consider a contribution to
or sponsor a faculty member / teacher ticket.  We
hope to see you March 23!  To purchase tickets,
click here.
 

For easy transportation to the event, receive a
20% discount with Lyft by using the code
ACAFUND in the “Promos” section of the app, or

https://atlantaclassical.org/2018-parent-social/
https://atlantaclassical.org/2018-parent-social/
http://corporate.publix.com/community/corporate-campaigns/publix-partners/georgia/888515900-atlanta-classical-academy


use this link to have the code sent directly to your
phone.

College Advising Events

Interview Night 
Tuesday, March 20, 6pm - 7:30pm

Learn tips to improve your interviewing skills and 
then practice them in mock interview sessions with 
faculty, staff, and administration.

Dress up and bring your resume.
Light refreshments will be served. 

RSVP required. Please email Mrs. Dollacker to 
RSVP by March 14. Students will get interview time 
and classroom location once RSVP is received. 
High school students and parents only. 

Mock Admissions Night 
Thursday, March 22, 6pm - 7:30pm

Admissions representatives from the University of 
Michigan, the University of Chicago, and George 
Washington University will review real student 
applications from last year’s applicant pool to 
provide insights on how applications are assessed.

Find out what colleges are looking for from the 
people who know best - college admissions 
personnel. 

Light refreshments will be served. 
High school students and parents only.

Other Important Dates
March 24 - SACAC Mini-College Event - GSU

March 25 - NACAC College Fair - Georgia World 
Congress Center

March 26 - College Workshop (Juniors only) in 
Rm. H106

https://www.lyft.com/invite/acafund
mailto:sdollacker@atlantaclassical.org


College Preparation
Workshop

"Mini Camp College"
Hosted by SACAC (the Southern Association for

College Admission Counseling)

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
8:30am – 12:45pm

Georgia State University Centennial Hall
100 Auburn Avenue NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30303.

Complimentary parking will be available in the W-
Parking Lot located at 51 Courtland Street NE. 

GSU Centennial Hall is also close to the Georgia
State and Peachtree Center MARTA stations.

GSU Map
 

Open to the public and recommended for 9th-
11th grade students and families.

Workshops will include advice on preparing for
college, hosted by university representatives from

several selective institutions.

Please click ATLANTA MINI CAMP to register by
March 16!

Uniform Events
Uniform Blazer Try-On Session (Sophomores
and Juniors)
Thursday, March 8, 12pm - 2pm

All current Sophomores and Juniors are invited to a
try-on session for the uniform blazer on Thursday,
March 8 from 12pm - 2pm on the Upper School
Veranda.

The uniform blazer from Dennis is part of the
uniform requirement for Junior and Seniors and
students will be sized and given information on
ordering at the try-on session. Parents are welcome
to come to the try-on session.
 

http://map.gsu.edu/
https://www.cvent.com/c/express/ac70a1de-2d43-4f5c-84bc-4591fa6fcbea


Juniors are encouraged to be resized for their
blazer that is on order at this try-on session before
current orders are re-submitted on March 9.  If you
have any questions, please contact Ms. Kapoor or
the uniform committee.
 
Uniform Store
Monday, March 12, 8am - 9:30am
 
Our uniform store will be open to all parents on
Monday, March 12 from 8am - 9:30am. Stop by to
check out our selection of gently used uniforms,
along with a few new items.

The store will accept checks and cash. Next uniform
store date will be April 9. If you have any used items
you would like to donate, please drop off gently
used laundered items at the front office.

2018-2019 Business
Partnerships

Atlanta Classical is working to lay the foundation for
a formal Business Partnerships program for 2018-
19. The school seeks meaningful and mutually
beneficial relationships with Atlanta Classical family
businesses and other local businesses within our
community. Could you please help us by completing
this short survey? Your recommendations and
community relationships will make this initiative a
success for our school.

Click Here for Survey!

We value your support and your privacy.  Once you
submit the survey, a committee member will contact
you directly about your interest and submission.

2017-2018 Yearbook
The 2017-2018 yearbook is on sale.  Please click
here to order your copy today for just $35.  

mailto:tkapoor@atlantaclassical.org
mailto:uniforms@atlantaclassical.org
https://goo.gl/forms/MPUE9FptLK0uLPzk1
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productDetail/2498402/Atlanta-Classical-Academy/Yearbook/2017062204422789366/CATALOG_SHOP/YB_BOOKS/Yearbook/2017062204422792766/


ACA Fine Arts 
 

2017-2018 Fine Arts Brochure

Fine Arts Planning Meeting

On March 14 at 8am the Fine Arts program is
hosting a planning meeting for next year. If you are
interested in volunteering as an assistant for one of
our programs, volunteering on the fine arts team, or
you have suggestions for next year, we hope you
will join us. The meeting will be held in Mr.
Franklin’s room. We hope to see you there.
 
Check out some of the great work completed by our
art studio elective led by Miss Womack. 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/29d47fce-bb21-417f-b6a5-c32f9a4ad861
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ACA Athletics  
GO CAVALIERS!

 
To view the full athletics calendar, click here.

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/11505fd9442e5e564bdd53a61/_compresseds/f5c4a1e8-5d02-4fa8-b06d-74ebf555b092.jpg
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Calling All Cheerleaders
Grades 8th - 12th (Rising)

Tryouts: April 16 - 20

We are gearing up to start our new season of 
competitive cheer for our 2018 - 2019 school 
year. There are great things on deck for our 
team next year, JV and Varsity just to name a 
few.

Just look around campus for the Awesome 
cheer flyers!

Please see Coach Holland to sign up and get 
any additional information needed.

Keep Calm and Cheer On!

Spring Sports

All soccer players need to make sure they have
submitted updated physicals and registered under

https://atlantaclassical.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Cheer-Flyer.pdf


the school's athletics page on the website before
they can participate this season in athletics. If you
have any questions, please contact the boys and
girls program manager.
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