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Meeting Minutes: August 24, 2018 
 
The special meeting of Northside Education Inc. dba Atlanta Classical Academy was held on August 24, 
2018 at 10 a.m. at Atlanta Classical Academy, 3260 Northside Drive, N.W., Atlanta, GA 30327, the Board 
Chair being in the chair and the Secretary being present. 
 
In attendance: Board Chair Matthew Kirby, Cat McAfee, Joe Santifer, Sean Barry, Karen Evans, and Prin-
cipal Chris Knowles. With the majority of the directors in office in attendance, a quorum was established 
for the transaction of business. 
 
Renewal Petition Discussion and Action 
 
The board discussed its APS and GADOE renewal petitions. 
 
The motion is to incorporate the attached enrollment policy proposal for APS and GADOE consideration. 
 

Moved:  Mr. Kirby 
Second:  Mr. Barry 
Vote:  Unanimous approval 

 
The motion is to authorize the Board Chair to execute the authorizer’s statement of assurances. 
 

Moved:  Mr. Kirby 
Second:  Ms. Evans 
Vote:  Unanimous approval 

 
The motion is to approve the Resolutions by the Board of Directors of Northside Education Inc. dba At-
lanta Classical Academy, approving the Charter Renewal Applications. 
 

Moved:  Mr. Kirby 
Second:  Mrs. McAfee 
Vote:  Unanimous approval 

 
 
At approximately 12:25 p.m., the Chair adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Joe Santifer, Board Secretary 

3260 NORTHSIDE DRIVE 
ATLANTA, GA 30305  
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Exhibit 9. Current enrollment policies 

Policy change proposal follows this section. 

ENROLLMENT POLICY 

GENERAL 

With regard to enrollment and the lottery procedures, the School will abide by TITLE 20. EDUCATION 

CHAPTER 2. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ARTICLE 31. CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT OF 1998 

O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2066 (2012). 

In accordance with the Charter Agreement, for the 2017-2018 school year, Atlanta Classical will enroll 

approximately 54 students per grade in Kindergarten through 11th grade. For the 2018-2019 school year, 

the school will become a K-12 academy. 

 

Space permitting, all students who reside within the Atlanta Public Schools District are eligible to attend 

Atlanta Classical Academy. Atlanta Classical Academy will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

ethnic background, national origin, gender, disability, or age.    

In accordance with Atlanta Classical Academy’s charter and as permitted by OCGA § 20-2-2066, Atlanta 

Classical Academy grants enrollment preference to the siblings of currently-enrolled students, to the 

children of Board members, and to the children of full-time employees. 

ADMISSIONS DURING THE CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR 

The school will maintain a public wait list for each grade, as required. If the Principal chooses to fill a 

vacant seat, he/she will draw from the first name on the wait list, moving down the wait list until the 

position is filled. If there is no wait list, vacant seats will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis. On 

the date of the lottery, the wait list for the current school year will terminate, and no vacant seats will 

be filled after the lottery. 

ENROLLMENT FOR THE 2019 – 2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

The school will host informational sessions in November, December, January, and February.  

Open enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year will occur from January 1, 2019 – February 28, 2019. 

Interested families will complete an online or hard-copy “Intent to Enroll” form.  The enrollment process 

will a) fill a new grade of Kindergarten students, and b) position students to take seats that may come 

available in first grade and above. 

The result of the lottery for rising Kindergarten students will be a list of 54 “seated” students, plus a 

numerical wait list. The Enrollment Coordinator will establish procedures for completing the enrollment 

process that will include a series of administrative deadlines.  

The result of the lottery for first grade students and above will be a numerical wait list.  
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The school will use the wait list to offer available seats to students on a grade-by-grade basis as they 

become available. It is likely that the school will not be able to offer seats to new students until June 15, 

because the school will not be able to confirm the number of available seats until a) students declare 

officially that they will not be returning, b) the Principal determines which students, if any, will be 

retained, and c) the school places the students of full-time employees that will be hired in the spring. 

By April 1, existing students will be required to express their intent to return for the following school 

year by providing proof of residency. 

Policy change proposal 

ACA proposes to change the terms of its charter agreement and its enrollment policies to the 

following.  The rationale is articulated in other parts of this renewal application.  With the proper legal 

documentation, ACA would implement these changes immediately in preparation for its March 2019 

lottery for the 2019-2020 school year. 

“Enrollment Policy 

General. With regard to enrollment and the lottery procedures, the School will abide by TITLE 20. 

EDUCATION CHAPTER 2. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ARTICLE 31. 

CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT OF 1998 O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2066. 

Atlanta Classical will enroll approximately 54 students per grade in Kindergarten through 12th grade.  

Atlanta Classical Academy will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic background, national 

origin, gender, disability, or age. 

Attendance zone.  Space permitting, all students who reside within the Atlanta Public Schools District are 

eligible to attend Atlanta Classical Academy.  

Random lottery.  If the number of timely applicants received during the open enrollment period exceeds 

the capacity of a grade level or building, the School shall ensure that such applicants have an equal 

chance of being admitted through a random selection process in accordance with O.C.G.A. code 20-2-

2066(a)(1)(A).   The School shall conduct only one lottery, per grade, per admissions cycle. 

Statutory enrollment priorities.  The school may give enrollment priority to the following categories of 

applicants and in the following priority: 

i. A student whose parent or guardian is a member of the governing board of the school or

is a full-time employee of the school;

ii. A sibling of a student already enrolled in the school.

Sibling preference refers to giving preference in the lottery to students who already have a sibling 

enrolled at the school. The lottery will be conducted on a grade-by-grade basis, and the results of the 

lottery for one sibling will have no bearing on the results of another sibling who is also participating in 

the lottery. 
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Weighted lottery.  In accordance with O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2066(a)(1)(A), the school may utilize a weighted 

lottery to provide an increased chance of admission to the following category of disadvantaged students: 

a. Students who are economically disadvantaged.  An economically disadvantaged shall be defined 
as a student whose family lives below the poverty line, qualifies for free or reduced lunch, or 
whose family qualifies for federal benefits including SNAP, TANF, WIC, Medicaid, or PINS.

b. The weight for economically disadvantaged students will be calculated to achieve

at least 30% of newly admitted students who are economically disadvantaged.  The minimum 

weight shall be 1.5 and the maximum weight shall be 8.  ACA will use the weighted lottery until 

the percentage of enrolled students is greater than or equal to the 3-year average of the 

percentage of educationally disadvantaged students enrolled at all other North Cluster (APS) 

schools.

c. To facilitate the weighted lottery, applicants may indicate their “educationally

disadvantaged” status on the admissions application and such status will be verified

as a part of the post-lottery registration process.” 
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