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F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Dear Atlanta Classical Community, 

Thank you for your forbearance. As you know, we had hoped to offer a choice between 

in-person and remote learning this fall. However, after careful consideration, Atlanta

Classical determined that our only option is to adhere to APS’s order to provide only

remote/virtual instruction for at least 9 weeks. 

While we are disappointed, we must focus on what can be rather than what we have

lost. Our team has been preparing to serve with excellence, and we look forward to

welcoming our students on August 24. We plan to use our experience and creativity

along with your feedback to deliver a significantly more robust remote learning

experience. In this document, we share our plan with you. 

Our organizational values serve as our true north in both good and challenging times.

The one that best establishes the theme for this school year is: “we value community

and partnership in the common pursuit of forming intelligent, virtuous citizens.” We

believe in the importance of this Mission and are eager to be in partnership with you. 

To our parents, I know remote learning brings significant challenges, and this plan is

intended to lighten that load. We’re planning to offer clear expectations, consistent

communications, and frequent review of those practices that are most beneficial. We

know you will do all you can to help your student(s) succeed, and in doing so, I

encourage you to come together to support one another. 

To our students, we can’t wait to see you even if it is on Zoom. Your education is

important, and learning to make the most of it will lead you in the direction of happiness

and prepare you to live with virtue, meaning, and purpose. Difficult times call us to rise

to the occasion. As you enjoy the rest of summer, prepare yourself to engage actively

with your teachers, your texts, and your classmates. Plan to be a conscientious, positive

contributor to the conversation. It’s in the thinking, the striving, the conversation, and

the friendships that a classical education takes root.  

In the spirit of partnership, let’s move forward together and serve each other well. If you

have questions about our plan, please email reopening@atlantaclassical.org. 

Very respectfully, 

Matthew Kirby, Executive Director



G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S

Successful remote learning will require a partnership between the teachers,

students and families.

Students benefit from live interaction with their teachers in groups and one-on-one

settings; pre-recorded lectures have more limited appropriate uses.

Students will perform better when they and their families have predictable

schedules and patterns of communication.

Consistency in sequencing, pacing, and approach between teachers in the same

grade is beneficial to students and supporting family members.

Careful scheduling, coordination, and communications between homeroom or

subject teachers and student services teachers is essential.

Teaching strategies are best developed based on the age of the students.

In addition to subject matter expertise and general good teaching practices,

excellence in remote teaching requires proper technology, training, and support.

Ideally, every student must have access to a computer or tablet, internet/wifi

access, and a printer in the home.

The time and attention of students will be impacted by remote learning, therefore

we will prioritize our academic emphasis in order to ensure mastery of literacy and

math.

Students will perform better when we replicate the atmosphere of the classroom as

much as possible in the online environment.

Athletics and fine arts are an important part of our curriculum and also provide

unparalleled opportunities for character development.

To ensure that our students are able to move forward in the curriculum successfully,

plans must account for any learning loss that has occurred.

This is a challenging time for all, and we must incorporate strategies that safeguard

the mental health of our students, teachers, and families.

In the spirit of constant improvement, the school should continue to seek and

respond to feedback in a frequent and timely manner.

Our Mission remains unchanged. Atlanta Classical Academy exists to strengthen

students in mind and character through a content-rich, classical curriculum that

emphasizes virtuous living, traditional learning, and civic responsibility. The following

principles have guided our plans for remote learning:
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The first day of school for all students will be Monday, August 24. The remainder of the

2020-2021 school year calendar is unchanged, except that students will be given a

three-day weekend August 28, September 25, and October 30. School will start for all

students at 8:30 a.m. and will be customized by grade band. See more details about this

in the grade-level descriptions.

For the most up-to-date calendar information, please continue to check the School

Calendar on our website

S T A R T  D A T E  &  S C H E D U L E
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T H E  B A S I C S

G r a d e s  K - 1 2

In preparation for the first day, we will host a series of events and online meetings

including the All-school Online Back-to-School Welcome which will be an event you

won’t want to miss! Join school leaders for a State-of-School presentation, plus virtual

information tables where you will learn more about the Parent Teacher Community

Association (PTCA), extracurricular sports, arts, clubs, other activities, and Financial

Aid.

O P E N  H O U S E  &  B O O K  P I C K  U P

Online Gatherings

All-school Online Back-to-School Welcome

Lower School Online Meet Your Teacher Gatherings

Upper School Online Meet Your Teacher Gatherings

Date/Time

August 17 / 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

August 18 / 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

 August 19 / 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Book, Schedule, and Technology Distribution Dates and Times

9th - 12th grades August 17 / 9 a.m. - Noon

6th - 8th grades August 18 / 9 a.m. - Noon

K - 5th grade August 19 / 9 a.m. - Noon

Makeup August 20 / 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Details and Zoom meeting credentials will be shared via separate correspondence.

Seventh Grade Orientation
August 10, 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Ninth Grade Orientation
August 11, 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.

New this year, ACA will also hold orientation sessions for students entering seventh

and ninth grade.

https://atlantaclassical.org/calendars/
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Each student will need a device with a camera and microphone; households need to

have bandwidth that allows all students to be online simultaneously; and a printer in

each household is highly recommended. Our intention is to ensure that every family has

access to appropriate technology. The school will loan iPads to Kindergarten and First

Grade students. If you need assistance with devices or bandwidth, please contact Mr.

Han or complete a request through the APS Get Our Kids Connected program. 

If you would like to help provide families with the technology, please contact Mrs.

Dudley Franklin, Director of Advancement.

Atlanta Classical will continue to use Google Classroom as the primary platform making

and receiving assignments. Live classes will be delivered via Zoom. In the case that

other platforms will be used for a specific class, your teacher will let you know.

T E C H N O L O G Y

T H E  B A S I C S

G r a d e s  K - 1 2

Teachers will take attendance at the beginning of each Zoom call and students will be

expected to be present with their cameras and microphones ready for the duration of

the session. If you have a technology issue or will not be able to attend a class for an

excused absence or because you are sick, you should send an email to

attendance@atlantaclassical.org and copy your teacher.

A T T E N D A N C E

All students will be expected to wear their uniforms for live instruction. We believe

students will perform better when we replicate the atmosphere of the classroom as

much as possible in the online environment. PTCA is hosting a Used Uniform Sale on

August 12 from 2-4 p.m. in the cafeteria. Visit our website for more information about

uniform requirements.

U N I F O R M S

Grade level supply lists are attached and posted here. School supplies should be

purchased prior to the first day of school.

S C H O O L  S U P P L I E S

http://atlantaclassical.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrf5vj_WMISy9u6Dtv7oRS3hL7e8x7iMZgPNAqMC_9XT1mxQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR050aE5F37QfLQ0VjFlk-D3T6VAorOl7XlLJ-s88c3nYsQV-DfL4YMAmb4
http://atlantaclassical.org/
https://atlantaclassical.org/uniforms/
https://atlantaclassical.org/back-to-school/
https://atlantaclassical.org/back-to-school/
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T H E  B A S I C S

G r a d e s  K - 1 2

We understand that the pandemic has been difficult for many people of all ages. Fear

and anxiety about COVID-19 can be overwhelming and may cause strong emotions in

adults and children. Social distancing, while necessary to reduce the spread of the

disease, can make us feel isolated and lonely, which may increase stress and anxiety.

If you have questions about mental health or see signs of depression, anxiety or other

challenges, please contact our school counselor, Dr. Jerdan, or Nurse Holland. You can

learn more about the signs of depression and anxiety here.

C O U N S E L I N G  S E R V I C E S

The Parent Teacher Community Association (PTCA) will continue with activities that

support the operations of the school. The PTCA is still evaluating how it can adjust

community events to meet health and safety guidelines. Additionally, virtual

volunteering for reading groups is not available at this time. If that changes, you will be

notified. To learn how you can volunteer in support of the PTCA, please contact one of

our co-presidents, Errett Kirkland or Wendy Herndon.

P T C A

Unfortunately, field trips will not be permitted at this time. We will continue to monitor

the situation so that we can resume these important learning experiences as soon as

possible.

The Fall 2020 trip to Washington, D.C. has been cancelled, and any payments already

submitted will be refunded. In order to ensure that all of our students are able to

experience this trip, the classes of 2022 and 2023 will attend in Fall 2021, and the

classes of 2024 and 2025 will attend in Fall 2022. This is a change to our normal

schedule, which calls for the D.C. trip to happen every other year.

F I E L D  T R I P S  &  W A S H I N G T O N  D . C .

http://atlantaclassical.org/
http://atlantaclassical.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/childrensmentalhealth/depression.html
http://atlantaclassical.org/
http://atlantaclassical.org/
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T H E  B A S I C S

G r a d e s  K - 1 2

In an effort to measure student growth over the course of the school year and provide

appropriate support structures, we will be administering the MAP assessments in

reading and mathematics to (1) our returning students in grades K-9, (2) all new

students (regardless of grade level), and (3) students whose teachers have requested

that they be tested. Students in middle and high school will begin testing over the next

few weeks; we have and will continue to communicate directly with parents by grade

level cohorts. 

For students in grade K-6, we are currently developing grade level plans that align with

class schedules and allow us to safely assess our younger students in small groups once

school begins. We will send out additional information about the assessments,

safety/health protocols, and other testing logistics the week prior to the start of school.

M A P  T E S T I N G

Atlanta Classical Academy will transition from PowerSchool to Infinite Campus (IC) in

the upcoming school year. Parents will have access to their students' class schedules,

attendance records and grades through the Infinite Campus parent portal. Information

on how to activate and access your IC account will be shared during the week of August

24. Until then, parents can continue to access last year’s grades from their PowerSchool

account until the first day of school. Student report cards from the 2019-2020 school

year will be distributed during book/schedule distribution the week of August 17.

A C C E S S I N G  S P R I N G  G R A D E S
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S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

The Student Services department at Atlanta Classical will continue to ensure that

students receive their accommodations and various supports as written in IEPs, 504s,

TPCs while in the virtual environment. We will continue to collaborate with classroom

teachers to provide differentiated instruction, research-based interventions, progress

monitoring, and prompt identification of at-risk students while adhering to APS policy

regarding the safety and security of the school community.

Atlanta Classical Academy is adhering to the guidelines provided by Atlanta Public

Schools regarding Special Education and Distance Learning. Please review APS’s

Department of Special Education - Distance Learning Plan for more information.

S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N

An ACA student's IEP will not change. The services and information in the IEP will remain

the same. The VLCP is meant to address the virtual learning environment only.

The VLCP will take the current IEP and detail how to best provide the services, goals, and

accommodations written in that IEP. ACA will not add new services and goals. If the IEP

team believes that new goals and or services are needed, then the IEP team will hold an IEP

amendment meeting to update the IEP and then develop the VCLP based on the new service

plan.

The VLCP will be a secured virtual document that will be shared with parents via email.

Parents have the ability to accept or reject the VLCP. Just like an IEP, this document can be

adjusted as needed. A digital signature process will allow parents to sign or to reject the

document.

Every special education student at Atlanta Classical Academy will be provided with a Virtual

Learning Contingency Plan (VLCP) to address services and supports during the virtual learning

period. Per APS: The purpose of a Virtual Learning Contingency Plan (VLCP) is to provide an

explanation of how Atlanta Public Schools will provide special education services in response to

COVID-19. The VLCP is an addendum to the student’s most recent IEP that will address the

special education and related services the student will receive when the student is not receiving

face-to-face instruction. The student’s traditional IEP will resume when the student returns to

face-to-face instruction.  

The VLCP will be the primary document that will direct services, goals, and accommodations in

the virtual environment. This document is based on and supported by the student's most current

IEP.

V I R T U A L  L E A R N I N G  A N D  I E P S

https://sites.google.com/apsk12.org/dse/dse-distance-learning-plan?authuser=0
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S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

Parents will have the right to delay a meeting if they would prefer to meet in-person. A

meeting would then be set up as soon as the in-person option becomes available. 

IEPs will be written based on in-person instruction and a Virtual Learning Contingency

Plan will be updated and added as an addendum to the child’s IEP to meet the

requirements of the IEP in the virtual learning environment. 

Parental rights will not change within the virtual learning environment. To review your

parental rights, click here.

Per Atlanta Public School policy, IEP annual reviews and amendment meetings will continue

as normal, however, meetings will be held in the virtual environment only, until it is safe to

meet in-person.  

I E P  M E E T I N G S  I N  T H E  V I R T U A L

E N V I R O N M E N T

Initial evaluation and Revaluation meetings will occur virtually. 

As with IEP meetings, parents will have the right to delay a meeting if they would

prefer to meet in-person. A meeting would then be set up as soon as the in-person

option becomes available. 

Given the constraints of our current situation, school-based teams will not proceed with

the one-on-one portion of evaluations until Atlanta Public Schools begins operating using

a hybrid model of instruction. 

Per APS guidance: “The State has not given any specific relief or waiver from the “three-

year deadline” to reevaluate students already eligible for special education services. The

State has reminded the District of the following principles that apply to re-evaluations

and meetings:

Parents and the District can mutually agree to extend the timeline to conduct the

reevaluation.

The parents and District can also mutually agree that the reevaluation can be

conducted simply by reviewing existing data and determining that additional

assessments are not needed.

If the only “reevaluation” being conducted is a review of existing data, with no new

assessments, then a Parental Consent for Evaluation (PCE) is not required.

I N I T I A L  E V A L U A T I O N S  A N D  R E E V A L U A T I O N

M E E T I N G S  F O R  S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N

S E R V I C E S

https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/cms/lib/GA01000924/Centricity/Domain/25/GADOE_APS_Parents%20Rights%20Updated%20FY21pdf.pdf
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S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

IEP meetings to make these decisions can be held virtually (by telephone or video

conference).

If the parents and District mutually agree, then the “review of existing data” can occur

outside of an IEP meeting (e.g. by written exchange).

The family and the District can also mutually agree to any documents of existing data,

eligibility reports, or other amendments to IEPs outside of an IEP meeting.

A virtual evaluation platform has been identified to provide access to some of the needed

assessments. An IEP team, including the school’s psychologist, will discuss the viability of

proceeding with these tests and using data gathered virtually. 

NOTE: Not all students are good candidates for virtual evaluations. The IEP team will meet

virtually to discuss if it is appropriate and or necessary for the student to participate in the

virtual assessments, or whether waiting till in-person assessments are possible is a better

option for the student and for the most accurate results. 

At this time, site-based evaluations that require only the parent and student to use APS

facilities and materials (document camera, computer, wi-fi, iPad, etc.) are being

considered. Atlanta Classical Academy will adhere to the guidelines set by APS if this

option becomes available. 

As more information is provided about this process, it will be shared with the ACA

community.

E V A L U A T I O N S ,  C O N T .  

E S O L

Atlanta Classical Academy is adhering to the guidelines provided by Atlanta Public

Schools regarding ESOL. The federal guidelines for English Learners DCL (PDF), state

guidelines and requirements remain the same. We adhere to the Georgia Department of

Education standards and the districts’ Resource Guide provided. Per Federal Law all

students identified as active English Learners receive English language support services

from a certified ESOL Teacher. ESOL students may NOT be excluded from other

services such as Special Education, Gifted, EIP, etc.

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/EL%20Language%20Programs%20-%20State%20Guidance%20Update%2020%20Nov%202019.pdf


1 1

S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

S C H O O L - H O M E  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

Per federal law, school-home communication must be provided in a language that our

parents understand. In an effort to facilitate this communication, the Office of ESOL &

World Languages provides support to all schools and departments within Atlanta

Public Schools. 

Translation and interpretation services are available at no charge to parents and

guardians who require assistance in understanding all district and school related

information.

Do you need assistance in a language other than English?

APS staff who need to schedule interpretation services or need a document translated should

complete a Translation & Interpreter Request Form from the MyAPS page. Please see the

Request Guidelines prior to submitting a request. 

APS parents, guardians or students who need assistance in a language other than English

may call 404-802-7580. 

APS is committed to supporting our ESOL and immigrant students and families. Building

schools that are culturally and linguistically responsive are key. For information or support

with parent and community outreach for our ESOL and immigrant families, please do not

hesitate to contact our office.

The GaDOE Program Decision Guidance for the Identification of ELs in the SY 20-21

can be found here.

A WIDA Remote Screener has been developed because:

“...the Department recognizes that, during the COVID-19 national emergency, many

facilities are physically closed, including those normally used for registration and

screening. An LEA that is continuing to enroll new students during the COVID-19

national emergency should attempt to identify ELs remotely to the greatest extent

possible.”  - USED Factsheet May 18, 2020

https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/cms/lib/GA01000924/Centricity/Domain/8406/Translation%20and%20Interpreter%20Request%20Guidelines%202016.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/1-State%20Guidance%20Regarding%20the%20Identification%20of%20English%20Learners%2029%20July%202020.pdf
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S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

V I R T U A L  L E A R N I N G

For K-3, students will receive 45 min daily / 225 min weekly

For 4-8, students will receive 50 min daily / 250 min weekly 

For 9-12, students will receive 55 min / 275 min weekly

Within APS, the delivery models for EL’s during remote learning remain the same, but

approval has been given to our district that we may use the Innovative model (blended)

which states: 

ELs receive instructional support from the ESOL program for a minimum number of minutes

daily or weekly based on their grade level. During remote learning, at least 50% of this time

must be provided via synchronous instruction. The rest of the minutes must come from Lexia

Core 5 (K-5) or Lexia Power Up (6-8).

T P C  A C C O M M O D A T I O N S  I N  A  V I R T U A L

E N V I R O N M E N T

“The accommodations that were selected by the Testing Participation Committees (TPC) last

year are valid until an annual EL/TPC Accommodation meeting is held for a student this year.

The district is not scheduling EL/TPC Accommodation meetings for the 2020-2021 school

year at this time. Guidance and procedures for EL/TPC meetings for the 2020-2021 school

year will be shared at a later date.” (APS ESOL, August 13, 2020).

The Teacher Notification letter is in the process of being updated so that it will include

the ACCESS scores. The district will inform us as soon as the form is available and will

send supporting step by step guidance at that time.
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S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

Atlanta Classical Academy is adhering to the guidelines provided by Atlanta Public

Schools regarding 504s, Response to Intervention (RTI), Student Support Team (SST)

and Distance Learning.

5 0 4 / R E S P O N S E  T O  I N T E R V E N T I O N / S T U D E N T

S U P P O R T  T E A M

V I R T U A L  L E A R N I N G  A C C O M M O D A T I O N

P L A N  ( V L A P )

Need more accommodations to support learning

Lack access to direct related services (OT, PT, AT) in the virtual environment

Require classroom accommodations that can’t be provided in the virtual

environment (e.g. seated close to teacher, allow student to choose writing

instrument and paper size, etc.)

Teachers and parents report are not responding appropriately to instruction in the

virtual environment

The purpose of a Virtual Learning Accommodation Plan (VLAP) is to provide an

explanation of how Atlanta Public Schools will provide accommodations and/or

supports to students with 504 protections in response to COVID-19. The VLAP is in

addition to the student’s most recent 504 Accommodation Plan that will address the

accommodations and/or related services the student will receive when the student is

not receiving face-to-face instruction. The student’s traditional 504 Plan will resume

when the student returns to face-to-face instruction.

Who requires a VLAP?

Students who:
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S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S

WHAT WILL RTI AND SST LOOK LIKE IN A VIRTUAL SETTING?

Students who demonstrate a necessity for Tier 2 or Tier 3 support will receive intervention

plans created by the classroom teacher.

For Tier 2, students will receive a minimum of (45) minutes weekly supported by (1) teacher

facilitated small group session to provide direct instruction and support on identified skill.

For Tier 3, students will receive a minimum of (75) minutes weekly supported by (2) teacher

facilitated small group sessions to provide direct instruction and support on identified skill.

Tier 2 behavior support will be provided in group counseling by a school counselor weekly for

6-8 weeks.

Tier 3 behavior support will be provided as individual counseling by a clinical psychologist or

behavioral specialist.

GUIDELINES FOR RTI/SST PERSONNEL

Conduct SST meetings for all Tier 3 students at (6 – 8) week intervals.

Maintain all Tier 2 & Tier 3 plans and progress monitoring in Infinite Campus.

Ensure data documentation weekly.

Due to remote learning, an influx of students may experience a lag in content mastery;

however, students should demonstrate a pervasive and continuous need for remediation and

support prior to a referral for MTSS supports.

Data team meetings and SST meetings will continue during remote learning to evaluate

student progress, intervention effectiveness, and to determine next steps.  SST meetings will

be conducted virtually (Zoom, Skype, etc.) or telephonically and should include the parent and

a minimum of (3) school-based team members.

SECTION 504 ACCOMMODATION PLANS

504 Contacts will work with teachers of students with 504 Protections to complete a

Documentation for Provision of Services log. 504 Contact will review it weekly.

504 Contact will create a digital folder for student plans. Folders/plans will be shared with

teachers, and 504 contact will review plans with each teacher to ensure understanding and

compliance.



E X T R A C U R R I C U L A R  

A T H L E T I C S  A N D  F I N E  A R T S

1 5

C O V I D - 1 9  H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y

P R O T O C O L S

All participants must complete required screening/release forms;

All participants will undergo a temperature check prior to entering practice;

Participants will wash/sanitize hands at the beginning and end of practice;

Masks will be worn by all coaches and teachers. Athletes will wear masks except

when engaging in strenuous activity;

The size of practice groups and classes will be limited as outlined in the activity-

specific descriptions;

All equipment will be sanitized appropriately after each use;

Campus access will be limited to the specific area needed for the practice/class.

At this time, Atlanta Classical plans to offer limited athletics and extracurricular fine

arts programs. For all activities that are held on campus, the school will implement

general health safety protocols as directed by state health officials. 

These include but may not be limited to the following:

Before students return for extracurricular activities, the school will share its positive

test protocols that reflect the then-current guidance from Georgia High School

Association and health officials.
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Currently, Atlanta Classical will offer high school fall sports: cross country, girls

volleyball, and cheer. Middle school sports remain under consideration, and Atlanta

Classical will provide updates as they become available.

A T H L E T I C S

P H Y S I C A L S  A N D  R E Q U I R E D  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  F O R M S

Fall Sports Health Check-In (online form submission)

Fall Sports Waiver & Release Form

Physical Examination Form

Concussion Awareness Form

All student-athletes are required to have an updated 2020-2021 physical to participate.

High school sports physicals can be completed by your pediatrician or at most urgent

care providers. Access the GHSA Physical Form here.

Please note: While middle school sports are still pending at this time, middle school

student-athletes are expected to have an updated physical on file. Please contact Mr.

Reed with any questions.

Required Forms for Participation

Without exception, players must complete and return the following forms before

participating in summer workouts or tryouts. To minimize potential physical contact,

please return forms 2-4 digitally by scanning each document and sending as an

attachment to Mr. Reed, Athletic Director - ireed@atlantaclassical.org.

E X T R A C U R R I C U L A R  

A T H L E T I C S  A N D  F I N E  A R T S

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeemW2_vrdrO0rUv5ZGkv6gA58pIZQzpCygprCC5CA7IThXTw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://atlantaclassical.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ACA-Athletics-COVID-19-Waiver-doc.pdf
https://www.ghsa.net/sites/default/files/documents/forms/Preparticipation_Physical_History_and_Evaluation_-_2019_Fillable.pdf
https://atlantaclassical.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Concussion-Awareness-Form_Rev-2018_.pdf
https://www.ghsa.net/sites/default/files/documents/forms/Preparticipation_Physical_History_and_Evaluation_-_2019_Fillable.pdf
http://atlantaclassical.org/


E X T R A C U R R I C U L A R  

A T H L E T I C S  A N D  F I N E  A R T S

S U M M E R  W O R K O U T S  A N D  T R Y O U T S

17

HS Girls and Boys Cross Country

Tryouts: August 12 | 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. | Paces Trail - 3444 Cobb Pkwy, Atlanta, GA 30339

Runner to coach ratio will be 8:1. Runners are asked to bring their own water bottles

and hand sanitizer. Please plan to drop off and pick up your runners at the trail.

Transportation will not be provided.

HS Girls Volleyball

Summer Workouts: August 5 and 6 | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. | ACA Gym

Tryouts: August 13 | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Athlete to coach ratio will be 12:1. Time slots will be one hour each, beginning at 4:30

p.m. and 5:30 p.m. There will be 12 athletes for each 1 hour session. Click here to sign up

for a time slot. Players are asked to bring their own water bottles and hand sanitizer.

Transportation will not be provided.

HS Cheer

Tryouts are tentatively scheduled for the first week of September. Specific dates, times,

and protocols will be released soon.

https://doodle.com/poll/spk6uaprignf7ix2


E X T R A C U R R I C U L A R  

A T H L E T I C S  A N D  F I N E  A R T S

C O U R S E  L I S T
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Beginning Piano, Piano II, Piano III, Piano IV

Piano lessons will be offered virtually via weekly Zoom with groups of four or fewer

students. Mr. Henriques will use an overhead camera that will allow students to see his

hands and keyboard during the lesson. Additional assignments, lesson reviews, play-

along recordings, and extra help will be shared and managed through a Google

classroom. Students will also be able to post their own performance videos in the virtual

classroom. Students will have printed sheet music so that they can practice at home at

any appropriate time.  As always, Mr. Henriques will be available via Google Classroom

and email to answer any questions that may arise between lessons.

(continued on next page)

E X T R A C U R R I C U L A R  F I N E  A R T S

The Fine Arts Department will offer after-school classes in addition to the school-day

music and arts classes offered. Signs ups will begin the week of August 17.



High School One Act Play

Auditions for the One Act Play will be held virtually via Zoom.

Round 1 - August 27 | 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. (10 minute time slot per student)

Round 2 - September 10 | 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. (10 minute time slot per student)

Rehearsals will begin the week of September 14 and will be held online until further

notice. While we plan to perform the play for the school community at some point

during the school year, we are waiting to hear guidance from GHSA regarding the state-

wide competition.

Beginning Strings, Strings II, Strings III

Strings will be offered in-person through a partnership with Buckhead Strings and will

begin after Labor Day. Classes will follow the health and safety protocols outlined

above. In addition, classes will be limited to twelve students. Each student will bring

their own instrument. Music stands will not be shared. Students will clean stands and

instruments at the beginning and end of each session. Transportation will not be

provided.

Art Studios, Dance, and Jr. Cav Choir

These activities will not be held initially. We will reassess this decision throughout the

semester.

E X T R A C U R R I C U L A R  

A T H L E T I C S  A N D  F I N E  A R T S

C O U R S E  L I S T  ( C O N T . )
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U P P E R  S C H O O L



U P P E R  S C H O O L

The Upper School will continue to follow the same content-rich curriculum that we have

in the previous years. Preserving the conversation between our faculty, students, and

great books will remain at the core of what we do. Our schedule for the first nine weeks

prioritizes both a consistent regimen of live instruction and opportunities for students

to step away from their computers during the school day. All core classes will be

available along with the usual slate of electives like moral philosophy, government,

studio art, computer science, and piano performance. We have also created spaces for

students and teachers to interact on a human level outside the context of a Google

classroom.

The year will begin with an academic “boot camp” in each subject that focuses on the

key skills necessary for success in the given discipline. The normal learning loss that

happens over the summer was inevitably exacerbated by our move to online learning in

March, and we are responding by targeting core essential skills. Once the boot camps

are completed, learning will proceed as usual, with teachers offering direct instruction

and guiding conversations amongst students.

Those in grades 7-9 and all new students will also complete MAP testing in reading and

mathematics both for placement purposes and so that teachers can monitor their

growth over the course of this academic year.
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This fall, teachers will use Google Classroom in a clear and consistent manner. Students

can expect that all work for the week will be uploaded by Sunday evening. Teachers will

use the “topic” feature to organize assignments by day, and they will post a recurring

Zoom link for daily instruction. Each department may take a slightly different approach

to how homework or in-class assignments will be uploaded and submitted, but students

can expect to receive clear instructions from each of their teachers at the beginning of

the year.

G O O G L E  C L A S S R O O M



U P P E R  S C H O O L
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S C H E D U L E  &  I N S T R U C T I O N

Live classes will be held Monday through Thursday with Friday set apart for students to

complete independent work, receive individual tutoring, and connect with an assigned

mentor teacher in a non-academic context. We’re cognizant of how exhausting it can be

to spend an entire week on Zoom calls, and so we want the end of the week to be an

opportunity for contemplative work away from the computer. 

During a normal week, students will follow a standard bell schedule and switch between

live Zoom calls instead of changing physical classrooms as they do when on campus. As

usual, class periods will run for 50 minutes but passing periods have been extended to

ten minutes and 40 minutes will be reserved for lunch. We’re also starting the day 45

minutes later at 8:30 A.M. as long as we are online. Copied below is the schedule:

1st Period                8:30 A.M. -    9:20 A.M.

2nd Period               9:30 A.M. - 10:20 A.M.

3rd Period             10:30 A.M. - 11:20 A.M.

4th Period             11:30 A.M. - 12:20 P.M.

Lunch Period        12:20 P.M. -    1:00 P.M.

5th Period                1:00 P.M. -    1:50 P.M.

6th Period                2:00 P.M. -    2:50 P.M.

7th Period                3:00 P.M. -    3:50 P.M.



U P P E R  S C H O O L

Math:

Language:

Science:

English:

History:

Electives 

& Other

Required

Courses

AP Classes:

Live instruction Monday-Thursday with 35 minutes of lecture and guided

practice followed by 15 minutes of monitored homework time. Fridays will

be reserved for seeking individual tutoring and completing assigned

independent work.

Live instruction Monday-Thursday with 35 minutes of lecture and guided

practice followed by 15 minutes of monitored homework time. Fridays will

be reserved for seeking individual tutoring and completing assigned

independent work.

Live instruction for 50 minutes on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.

Wednesdays and Fridays will be reserved for seeking tutoring and

completing assigned independent work. 

Live instruction for 50 minutes on Monday and Thursday. On Tuesday and

Wednesday, the classes will be divided in half for small group discussions.

One group will participate in a discussion on Tuesday and the next on

Wednesday. On a student’s off day, she would be expected to complete

independent work. Fridays will be reserved for seeking individual tutoring

and completing assigned independent work.

Live instruction for 50 minutes Monday through Thursday. Fridays will be

reserved for seeking individual tutoring and completing assigned

independent work.

 Live instruction for 50 minutes on Mondays and Wednesdays or Tuesdays

and Thursdays. On days with no live instruction, tutoring will be available

and students will be expected to continue working independently on their

assigned work.                          

Live instruction for 50 minutes Monday-Thursday with the option of live

instruction on Fridays as well.

To reduce the likelihood that any student spends up to seven hours a day on Zoom calls,

we’ve slightly altered the live instruction schedule within each department to strategically

build in time away from the computer for our students:
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U P P E R  S C H O O L

All assignments will be distributed and turned in using Google Classroom. Feedback  

 will be available as teachers grade and return assignments through Google Classroom.

Moreover, the faculty will use Fridays to connect individually with their students to

provide more extensive commentary on their progress. 

Teachers will update their gradebooks weekly. All assignments will be graded within

one week of completion except in the case of a particularly lengthy assessment or paper,

in which case the students will be notified regarding the revised timeline.

G R A D I N G  A N D  F E E D B A C K

At the beginning of the year, each student will be assigned a faculty member that will

act as an academic mentor over the course of online learning. This will take the form of

an advisory program where students are placed in a group with 7-10 of their peers and

have weekly check-ins with each other and their mentor teacher. 

If a student struggles with remote learning, the first point of contact is always the

classroom teacher. In collaboration with classroom teachers, Student Services will

monitor student progress and provide additional supports if necessary.

S M A L L  G R O U P S  &  A D D I T I O N A L  S U P P O R T

As we look forward to this college application season, we’re grateful for the incredible

work Mrs. Dollacker has done establishing a strong advising program, and we’re excited

about Mr. Flynn stepping into this role full-time with Dr. Jerdan’s support. Students can

expect to hear from Mr. Flynn and Dr. Jerdan by 7/28 with next steps about the college

advising process given the new virtual plans. In the meantime, students should continue

working on their personal statements and begin to fill out the student information

section on the Common Application.

C O L L E G E  A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S
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L O W E R  S C H O O L

We will apply the experience we gained last spring in the delivery of our classical,

content-rich curriculum. Daily schedules will be consistent and incorporate live and

recorded instruction, plus opportunities for independent work during which the teacher

is available for support and encouragement. We will teach reading, writing, literature,

mathematics, science, history, art, and music. We will place special emphasis on literacy

and numeracy. While in the remote environment, we will not offer Spanish, Latin, or

physical education classes. We will supplement the curriculum with enrichment

opportunities, an emphasis on our virtues, and the daily rhythm will include brain breaks

that incorporate physical activity.

In the first several weeks of the school year, we will measure students’ academic

readiness using MAP testing and class-specific assessments. We also will emphasize and

support students in the skills they need like organization, executive function, time

management, and fundamental reading, writing, and arithmetic. In addition, we will

provide opportunities for social connection, and for teachers and students to get to

know one another.

Students will all have a homeroom teacher as a primary point of support and

accountability, and teachers will collaborate to ensure consistency in subject matter

sequencing, pacing, and approach. Teachers  in the same grade will often tag-team the

teaching of subjects to both classes in each grade. For example, one teacher may teach

both classes history and literature, and the other teacher may teach both classes math

and grammar.
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S C H E D U L E

Students will begin the day at 8:30 a.m. with a brief check-in meeting with their

homeroom teacher. Monday through Thursday will consist of five instructional periods

with several  breaks between them. While there will be some variability, students will

generally have two sessions related to English language arts, one in mathematics, one in

either science or history, and one in art or music. Fridays will only include four

instructional periods.

Class periods will be 45 minutes long; the first part of this time will be for direct

instruction, followed by opportunities for independent or small group work. The school

day will end at 2 p.m. on Monday - Thursday, and 1 p.m. on Friday.



L O W E R  S C H O O L
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Within the scheduled instructional periods, live teacher-led instruction will be the

primary method of teaching; it will occur every day and sometimes in smaller subsets 

of the class. Students may occasionally learn via recorded lectures, and they will

sometimes be assigned independent work to complete while the teacher is still available

for support. We are cognizant that the remote model of schooling is particularly

exhausting, so when teachers assign homework, it will generally be less than our

standard of 10 minutes per night per grade. (As a reminder, our standard is 20 minutes

of homework per night for a 2nd grader, 30 minutes for a third grader, and so on.)

Our aim is to optimize the amount of high-quality conversations between students and

their teachers, and the technology aims to support this. However, there are drawbacks

to prolonged screen time, and students will benefit tremendously from the support,

encouragement, and supervision of a parent or guardian. 

I N S T R U C T I O N A L  M E T H O D S

Morning Check- in

Instructional Session #1

Break

Instructional Session #2

Break

Instructional Session #3

Lunch

Instructional Session #4

Break

Instructional Session #5 (M-TH only)

8:30 - 8:45 A.M.

8:45 - 9:30 A.M.

9:30 - 9:45 A.M.

9:45 - 10:30 A.M.

10:30 - 10:45 A.M.

10:45 - 11:30 A.M.

11:30 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.

12:15 - 1:00 P.M.

1:00 - 1:15 P.M.

1:15 - 2:00 P.M.

Class periods will be 45 minutes long; the first part of this time will be for direct

instruction, followed by opportunities for independent or small group work. The school

day will end at 2 p.m. on Monday - Thursday, and 1 p.m. on Friday.



L O W E R  S C H O O L
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Ensure students are rested, well-fed, and hydrated. Read to and with students as

much as possible.

Create a quiet, orderly work area with room for a computer, books, and notebooks.

Teach students to use their technology, and help them log in to class on time.

Supervise your children to ensure they are engaged and participating.

Encourage movement, time outdoors, and screen-free breaks between classes.

As health conditions allow, schedule appropriate social and extracurricular

engagement.

All students should be supervised throughout the school day, and undoubtedly our

youngest students (generally those under 5th grade) will benefit most from 

near-constant support. Older students should be able to manage themselves and should

be encouraged to exercise self-governance, perseverance, and tenacity in focusing on

their schoolwork through the school day. 

The most beneficial ways that parents/guardians can support the school day are:

If questions arise and your child has even the slightest ability to do so, encourage your

child to ask the teacher for him or herself; if the matter is not resolved, please feel free

to contact the teacher directly for clarification.

 P A R E N T / G U A R D I A N  S U P P O R T



L O W E R  S C H O O L
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Students will receive grades for the core subjects, with an emphasis on both

engagement and mastery; teachers will provide clear expectations about the grading

process. Kindergarten and first grade students will receive grades that are based on

categories of mastery, proficiency, sufficiency, and needs improvement.

G R A D I N G  A N D  F E E D B A C K

If a student struggles with remote learning, the first point of contact is always the

classroom teacher. In collaboration with classroom teachers, Student Services will

monitor student progress and provide additional support. Whenever possible within the

schedule, small group time will be made available for more tailored instruction and

support.

S M A L L  G R O U P S  &  A D D I T I O N A L  S U P P O R T

Each student will receive an @atlantaclassical.org email address. We will administer

classes using Google Classroom and it will be the primary platform for sending student

work to the teachers. Live instruction will occur on Zoom using simplified procedures;

the links will be posted in Google Classroom. 

All students should have a computer, laptop, or tablet, access to the internet, and ideally

a printer in the home. The school will loan tablets to kindergarten and first grade

students. With consideration given to the age of these students, tablets will facilitate

learning and improve communications between teachers and students; they will be

distributed closer to August 24. We implore parents to monitor internet use, limit

screen time, and as health conditions allow, encourage outdoor, social play. 

We recognize that the technology - especially for students in K - 2 - will require parental

support, and therefore we will make time at the very beginning to train and orient

students and parents on the use of our digital tools.

T E C H N O L O G Y  &  G O O G L E  C L A S S R O O M



F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

Will the school day still start and end at the same time? 

Until we return to campus for in-person instruction, classes will begin at 8:30 a.m.

Upper School will end at 3:50 p.m., and Lower School will end at 2:00 p.m.

How much live instruction can students expect? 

Upper School students will receive daily live instruction that follows the normal bell

schedule of a school day. To limit the number of hours students spend on Zoom calls,

some coursework will be offline, independent work. All instruction, however, will be

live. 

Within the scheduled instructional periods in the Lower School, live teacher-led

instruction will be the primary method of teaching; it will occur every day and

sometimes in smaller subsets of the class. Students may occasionally learn via recorded

lectures, and they will sometimes be assigned independent work to complete while the

teacher is still available for support. 

Will live classes be required?

Yes, Atlanta Classical will be employing live classes to a greater extent than we did in

the spring. Students will be required to attend live classes in uniform and with their

camera and microphone on. 

What if my child can’t get logged on?

In the event that your student(s) are not able to log in due to a technology issue, please

email attendance@atlantaclassical.org and copy your teacher.

Will the virtual learning be live or recorded?  Will my child need to be in front of a

computer at specific times?

While we strongly encourage students to be engaged in the daily lessons, we

understand individual family needs and will be flexible to accommodate. All virtual

teaching lessons will be recorded. Students who are not able to “attend” class should

work with their teacher to access the recording. 

Upper School students will be required to notify teachers in advance that they need to

miss class and provide a valid excuse. They will otherwise be marked as absent.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

How will my student(s) get their books before school starts?

Atlanta Classical will host a book pick up the week of August 17. Specific dates and times  

for each grade are listed on page 4.

Will we need to purchase any school supplies?

Yes. Grade level supply lists are attached and posted here.

How do I request a school computer, internet access, etc?

The school will loan iPads to Kindergarten and First Grade students. If you need

assistance with devices or bandwidth, please contact Mr. Han or complete a request

through the APS Get Our Kids Connected program.

If you would like to help provide families with the technology, please contact Mrs. Dudley

Franklin, Director of Advancement.

When will you announce class lists and schedules?

Class lists for Lower Schoolers and Course Schedules for Upper Schoolers will be

distributed the week of August 17.

Classes in the same grade will receive the same instruction and assignments regardless of

homeroom teacher. This will enable families with students in the same grade to share

responsibilities, regardless of whether or not the students share the same homeroom

teacher. Exceptions may be students who require accommodations or those in advanced

math.

Will teachers teach from their classrooms?

Teachers can teach from their classrooms, but they are not required to do so.

Will there be Milestones testing this year? 

The Georgia Department of Education has submitted a request to the United States

Department of Education for a waiver of standardized testing and accountability

requirements for the 2020-21 school year. We are waiting on further guidance from the

state and district in regards to a state assessment plan. 
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https://atlantaclassical.org/back-to-school/
http://atlantaclassical.org/
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

Will remote learning last past the first nine (9) weeks?

We have not yet made that determination. At this time, ACA is following APS’s order not

to hold in-person instruction. APS has not published a plan for how the district will return

to in-person learning. However, Atlanta Classical will be ready to welcome students to

campus as soon as it is possible.

Will we need to make up the two weeks we lost at the beginning of the year?

No, the rest of the calendar remains unchanged, except that we will not hold classes on

August 28, September 25, and October 30.

How will the school respond to potential summer learning loss?

Students will complete various assessments, including the MAP test. In addition, each

class in the Upper School will begin the year with a focus on developing the essential

skills for success in each discipline and at each grade level.

Are there childcare sharing platforms or options for working parents to collaborate?  

There are currently no childcare sharing platforms. However, families may begin to form

in-person learning pods at their discretion. Atlanta Classical employees are not

authorized to provide in-person or virtual support exclusively to a learning pod during

school hours.

If I homeschool my child this year, will my child be able to return to ACA next year?

Students who leave Atlanta Classical are not guaranteed their spot in the program the

following year. ACA maintains a waitlist. Should a student not be enrolled this year, that

student's spot will be given to the next student on the waitlist. Next year, should the

student return to APS, the student may reenter the lottery.

Will there be any meal distribution to children during virtual learning. If so, how? 

Atlanta Classical is in contact with qualifying families and is planning to distribute meals

weekly. To inquire into financial assistance, please contact Ms. Kapoor in the front office:

404.369.3500.

Will teachers be allowed contractually to tutor outside of school hours in person?

Atlanta Classical teachers are prohibited from contracting to tutor ACA students during

the school year. However, teachers will very frequently offer extra support to those who

request it, and our intervention specialists will be actively engaged with teachers to

identify and support students who require additional help.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

How is the school considering students’ mental health?

Lower school teachers will be focused not only on the academic progress of each student,

but also on their social and emotional well-being. They will set the tone for the day each

morning, and will engage with students both individually and in small groups. We will

partner with parents in helping students to balance their day with a mixture of academic

learning, play, and physical exercise.

In the Upper School, for the first nine weeks of the semester, Fridays will be set apart for

contemplative work that takes students away from their computers. We’re creating

academic families where teachers mentor small groups of students with whom they’ll

check-in on Fridays for a human conversation about how they’re doing and where they

might need help. Additionally, we’ll keep these days low-tech and no class will host a

Zoom call. Students can still expect to do significant reading, work on a fine arts project,

receive individual tutoring, or complete other homework assignments on these days, but

we aim to disrupt the daily routine and give our students space to breathe.

Health concerns for any K-12 student can also be discussed with Nurse Holland

(LHolland@atlantaclassical.org) and Dr. Jerdan (CJerdan@atlantaclassical.org), our

school counselor.

Is anything being done to help kindergarten students transition? How will they learn

basic phonics and writing skills?  

The focus in kindergarten will be instruction not only in learning content, but also in

helping students develop the habits of what it means to be a student. Teachers will be

instructing kindergarten students by using our phonics program, Logic of English. No

preparation for learning phonics is required for students’ transition to kindergarten.

Parent/guardian education about our phonics program will be provided, and this

partnership-oriented approach toward student learning will be critical for students’

growth. We also will provide specifically-designed instruction and technology that will

help students with their fine and gross motor skills, both of which are helpful in

developing the skills required for  handwriting. Finally, kindergarten teachers will host

virtual parent-teacher conferences prior to the first day of school to get to know

students and make goals for the year. 
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What kind of workload can students expect in the Upper School?

As an academic team, we’re cognizant that students take longer to complete their work

when removed from the formal structure of school. Because of this, we’re building time

into our daily Zoom calls for students to begin homework in some of their classes under

the supervision of their teachers. We’re also meeting within our departments to revisit

the scope and sequence of each class and make cuts where appropriate. For instance,

the humanities department will shift some standard readings to optional enrichment

and math and science classes might reduce a unit that is repeated in a subsequent class.

What will the policy be for late work in the Upper School?

In the Upper School, for daily homework assignments, late work will be scored as a zero.

For clarity, this applies only to work that teachers collect every single day. More

substantial assignments (study questions, labs, papers, written reflections, etc.) can be

turned in late but 10% will be subtracted from the final grade each day until they’re

scored as an F (69), at which point the teacher will exercise his or her discretion. As a

technical note, weekends count as one day. In the event of an excused absence, students

are afforded one extra day for each day they miss.

- - - - -

If you have questions regarding Atlanta Classical's Remote Learning Plan, please

contact us by emailing reopening@atlantaclassical.org.

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S
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